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The Entrepreneurship Development Institute of India (EDII), located in Ahmedabad, 

marked a significant milestone on Saturday, April 20, 2024, as it celebrated its 42nd 

Foundation Day at its campus. The event was graced by notable dignitaries, including Shri 

Ram Mohan Mishra, IAS, EDII Board Member & Executive Chairman of the State 

Investment Promotion Board, Government of Meghalaya, alongside esteemed guests from 

academia, government bodies, and industry associations. The occasion was not just a 

celebration of time but also a reflection on how entrepreneurship, startups, and innovations 

have played a pivotal role in driving socio-economic growth in India. 

Honouring Distinguished Guests 
The event welcomed a host of distinguished guests, each bringing a wealth of experience and 

insights into the realm of entrepreneurship. Among them were Dr. Sailendra Narain, a 

member of EDII’s Governing Board and Former Chairman & Managing Director of SIDBI; 

Dr. Neerja A Gupta, Vice-Chancellor of Gujarat University; and Dr. Rajul K Gajjar, Vice-

Chancellor of Gujarat Technological University. Their presence underscored the 

collaborative efforts between academia, government bodies, and industry in fostering an 

entrepreneurial ecosystem in the country.  

Shri Ram Mohan Mishra, in his keynote address, highlighted the transformative power of 

entrepreneurship, describing it as a movement that has gained global recognition. He 

commended the Indian government’s initiatives in promoting entrepreneurship, emphasizing 

the supportive policies, access to global markets and technology, and a conducive financial 

infrastructure that are propelling India towards becoming a hub for startups and innovation. 

Mishra lauded institutions like EDII for their pivotal role in nurturing entrepreneurship 

through training, incubation, capacity building, and mentorship programs, thus contributing 

to India’s entrepreneurial landscape. 

Dr. Sailendra Narain reflected on the evolution of entrepreneurship in India, reminiscing 

about a time when the concept was nascent in the country. He credited institutions like EDII 

for empowering individuals to dream big, seize opportunities, overcome challenges, and 

achieve their entrepreneurial goals. Narain noted the significant strides India has made in 

fostering a culture of entrepreneurship, technical expertise, and risk-taking among its youth. 

His journey with EDII exemplified his contribution to nurturing and expanding the 

entrepreneurial ecosystem in the country. 
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Academic Perspectives on Entrepreneurship 
Dr. Neerja A Gupta, Vice-Chancellor of Gujarat University, highlighted the growing 

emphasis on entrepreneurship within academic curricula. She noted strategic initiatives and 

focused courses aimed at cultivating an entrepreneurial mindset among students, enabling 

them to leverage the existing ecosystem supporting startups. Gupta emphasized the ripple 

effect of successful entrepreneurial ventures, inspiring more students to embark on their 

entrepreneurial journeys and contribute to economic growth. 

Empowering Youth Entrepreneurship 
Dr. Rajul K Gajjar, Vice-Chancellor of Gujarat Technological University, discussed the 

rising trend of entrepreneurship among the youth. He noted the increasing number of tech-

based startups and innovations, not just in urban centres but also in rural areas and small 

towns. Gajjar emphasized the role of educational institutions in nurturing entrepreneurial 

talent and fostering an environment conducive to innovation and enterprise creation. 

EDII’s Impact and Vision 
Dr. Sunil Shukla, Director General of EDII, traced the institute’s journey and its evolving 

role in shaping entrepreneurship in India. He emphasized EDII’s adaptability over decades, 

aligning its strategies with changing entrepreneurial dynamics. Shukla highlighted EDII’s 

focus on essential aspects such as opportunity identification, robust business planning, risk 

management, resource utilization, and networking for entrepreneurial success. He also 

emphasized EDII’s efforts in dispelling misconceptions about entrepreneurship and 

promoting it as a viable career option. 

Today, EDII collaborates with various national and state government ministries, departments, 

and corporations to foster economic growth through enterprise creation and livelihood 

generation. These partnerships extend across diverse sectors, regions, and demographic 

segments, reflecting EDII’s commitment to inclusive and sustainable entrepreneurship 

development. 

Conclusion 
As we celebrate EDII’s 42nd Foundation Day, we recognize not just its historical significance 

but also the ongoing efforts to nurture entrepreneurship in India. The convergence of 

academia, government support, industry partnerships, and entrepreneurial spirit bodes well 

for India’s future as a global hub of innovation and enterprise. With institutions like EDII at 
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the forefront, fostering a new generation of entrepreneurs, the trajectory of entrepreneurship 

in India appears promising, offering boundless opportunities for growth, creativity, and socio-

economic impact across the nation. 

 

  




